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Mission and Background 
 
The Terezín Music Foundation (TMF) is a non-profit organization dedicated to  
advancing the resilience of the human spirit through music. Inspired by the music 
composed by prisoners in the Terezín  (Theresienstadt) concentration camp during  
WWII, TMF sponsors and fosters commissions by emerging composers, to create  
new music that provides a vibrant memorial, tribute, and voice to those who perished  
in the Holocaust and to all who are silenced by war or genocide. These commissions  
form an ongoing contribution to the chamber music repertoire and serve as agents of 
inspiration, healing, and transformation for future generations of artists and audiences.   
 
Commissioning and performing new works is also an integral part of our ongoing 
Holocaust education programs, and all of our work is further supported by the preservation 
and public accessibility of our musical and historical archives from Terezín. 
 
From its inception in 1991, the Foundation has focused on the urgent work of recovering, 
preserving, and performing the music created by prisoners in Terezín, where the Nazis 
attempted to hide unspeakable horrors behind a facade of art and culture. Inside the camp, 
from 1941 to 1945, composers Pavel Haas, Gideon Klein, Hans Krása, Viktor Ullmann, 
and many others were spiritually sustained by music they composed and performed. TMF 
has made their musical legacy well known through concerts, lectures, and educational 
programs in the United States, Europe, South America, and Japan, and through its series of 
recordings, documentaries, and publications. The internationally recognized performing 
artists, composers, and scholars on our advisory board champion TMF’s mission around 
the world.  
 
The Foundation today focuses on building the genre of  “transcendence art” with  
new commissions, performed internationally in major venues by celebrity artists of  
the highest caliber. In the context of contemporary suffering, this new music testifies  
to the human capacity to create beauty in the midst of horror. Performed alongside  
works by the Terezín composers, TMF Commissions are a poignant call to honor life, 
humanity, and the creative spirit. 
 

“The Terezín Music Foundation is of immense importance for discovering and 
propagating a wide range of wonderful music. It comes through to us as one of the 
most powerful indications of the unquenchability of the human spirit . . .” 
 

 —  Sir Simon Rattle, Conductor and Music Director  
of the Berlin Philharmonic 
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Recent Commissions & Premieres 
 
Lubica Cekovská’s solo piano for Garrick Ohlsson to premiere in 2013 at the Prague 
Spring Festival. Commissioned in partnership with the Prague Spring Festival. 

Nico Muhly’s “You Can’t Get There from Here,” for solo piano, premiered by Simone 
Dinnerstein November 2012 at Symphony Hall, Boston. 

Clint Needham’s “Voices” for solo string quartet and chamber orchestra premiered 
October 2012 at Joslyn Hall, Omaha, Nebraska, with the Hawthorne String Quartet and 
Omaha Chamber Ochestra conducted by Thomas Wilkins. Sponsored by TMF and the 
Institute for Holocaust Studies, Omaha. 

Vit Zouhar’s chamber work for harpsichord, flute, and string trio premiered at the  
2012 Prague Spring Festival with harpsichordist Mark Kroll. Commissioned in 
partnership with the Prague Spring Festival.  

Pablo Otríz’s song cycle for Dawn Upshaw, set to poetry of US Poet Laureate Louise 
Gluck. Premiere to be announced.  

Andre Previn’s Quintet for Clarinet and String Quartet, premiered at Symphony Hall, 
Boston  in 2011 with Thomas Martin and the Hawthorne String Quartet. Tanglewood 
premiere August 2012. 

Miroslav Srnka’s “Escape Routines” for harp, clarinet, and string trio, commissioned in 
partnership with the Prague Spring Festival. World premiere at Symphony Hall, Boston, 
with members of the Boston Symphony Orchestra  September 26, 2010. Tanglewood 
Festival performance August 26, 2011.  

Stephen Feigenbaum’s incidental music for “The Last Cyclist” premiered in New York  
in 2012. His “Songs of Sorrow and Hope” for chorus and piano, a Krasa-Schaechter 
Commission premiered 2009 in Lobkowitz Palace, Prague; American premiere in 
Symphony Hall, Boston 2009; a 2009 prize-winner in the Vancouver Chamber  
Choir’s Biennial Young Composer’s Competition. 

 

 
 
“One could easily imagine a worthwhile role for TMF simply in advocating, as it does, 
for wider recognition of composers like Klein, who were silenced by the Holocaust. 
And yet TMF’s work has reached far beyond its commemorative and educational 
mission by bringing new music into the world through active commissioning. It would 
be hard to overstate the impact of that bold approach for a small organization of its 
kind, as it brings a generative dimension to the very act of remembering, and opens  
up TMF to the music of the present and future.” 

 —  Jeremy Eichler, Boston Globe 
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Mark Ludwig 
Executive Director 

 
Biography 
 

Mark Ludwig, Executive Director and Founder of Terezín Music 
Foundation, is a Boston Symphony Orchestra member who has blended his 
musical career with social causes promoting tolerance. He has performed on 
numerous CDs and in concerts to benefit causes in the US, Bosnia, Dafur, 
Tibet, and Europe. In 2009 he performed for the Dalai Lama at the United 
States Capitol in a ceremony awarding His Holiness the Tom Lantos Human 
Rights Prize. For his global outreach efforts, Mr. Ludwig was nominated to 
be a UNESCO Artist-for-PEACE and Goodwill Ambassador.  
 
Mr. Ludwig founded the Terezín Music Foundation in 1991. A Fulbright 
scholar of the Terezín composers, he has authored essays, program notes,  
and a Holocaust curriculum for schools. Harvard University, the University of 
Virginia, and Charles University in Prague are among the many schools where 
Mr. Ludwig has appeared as guest lecturer. Since 2001 he has been Adjunct 
Professor at Boston College, teaching the course “Art and Music During the 
Holocaust and Third Reich. 
 
In addition to serving on the Terezín Memorial Museum advisory board, Mr. 
Ludwig has consulted for numerous international cultural organizations and 
symphony orchestras, including the Chicago, Boston, Birmingham (UK) and 
Philadelphia Orchestras. He has participated as artist, consultant, and 
producer in CD recordings produced by London DECCA and TMF. NPR, 
BBC World Radio, and ABC World News have showcased the work of Mr. 
Ludwig and TMF. 
 
Mr. Ludwig has been a tenured violist with the Boston Symphony Orchestra 
since 1982. An accomplished chamber musician, he has performed with such 
notable artists as André Previn, Marta Argerich, Sir Simon Rattle, Sarah 
Chang, Joshua Bell, Leonard Bernstein, Truss Mork, Ned Rorem, Lukas 
Foss, André Watts and Christopher Hogwood. 
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Programs & Education 

Terezín Music Foundation produces programs and multi-media events that further our 
unique mission.  

TMF collaborates annually with the Prague Spring Festival, presenting the Terezín 
Legacy Commission Award and Concert, which awards an annual TMF Commission and 
presents world premiere concerts with acclaimed artists including Dawn Upshaw, André 
Previn, Garrick Ohlsson, and the Hawthorne String Quartet. Each year TMF hosts a 
Prague Spring Tour featuring concerts and visits to cultural sites in Prague and Terezín.  

The Krasa-Schaecter Fund for Young Artists awards commissions to young Czech  
and American composers in honor of survivor Edgar Krasa and in memory of Raphael 
Schaechter, who directed the infamous Terezín Verdi Requiem performances of 1943. 

“With Verdi’s Requiem, we could sing to the Nazis what we were 
   not allowed to say in Terezín.” —Edgar Krasa. 

This fund is a living memorial and tribute to this inspiring chapter of musical resistance. 
The Advisory Board for the Krasa-Schaecter Fund includes Anthony Fogg, Christopher 
Hogwood and Robert Spano, and the Chair is Mark Ludwig. Recent and upcoming projects 
supported by the Krasa-Schaechter Commission Fund (KSC Fund) include awarding 
commissions to composers Stephen Feigenbaum (Yale, class of 2011) and the Prague 
Spring Festival 2009.  

The Emerson-Ondrícek Fund sponsors master classes for students of the prestigious 
Prague Conservatory, Jan Deyl Conservatory for Visually Impaired,  and HAMU Music 
Academy. Classes are given by artists performing in TMF concerts in the Czech Republic 
who reflect the highest standards of music pedagogy and virtuosity as exemplified by the 
distinguished careers of Emanuel and František Ondrícek. EOF was established through  
a generous gift of Harriett Emerson, a prize pupil of Emanuel Ondrícek. 

The annual Terezín Legacy Award recognizes an outstanding contribution to Holocaust 
education and music. The recipient receives an award designed by celebrated glass artists 
and designers Stephen Weinberg and Sharon Oleksiak Weinberg. 

TMF produces Holocaust Education and Residency Programs and concert events 
internationally. We hold an annual Yom HaShoah memorial concert and have residencies 
at University of Washington, Boston College, Skidmore College, University of Omaha, and 
Syracuse University.  
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RECENT COMMISSIONS & PROGRAMS 
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BUILDING THE MUSICAL MEMORIAL: Commissions & Premieres 
 
4th Annual Terezín Legacy Concert at the Prague Spring Festival.  In partnership with the 
Prague Spring Festival, TMF presents a concert inspired by the Terezín composers. Our 2012 
concert featured world premieres of two TMF commissions before a sold-out audience in the 
famous Church of St. Simon and Jude. 
 
Pablo Ortiz. “Perpetuo Moto” for harpsichord, violin, & cello. Premiered May 15 at the 2012 
Prague Spring Festival with Mark Kroll, harpsichord; Marina Bačová, violin; and Petr 
Nouzovský, cello. 
 
Vit Zouhar. “Days” for harpsichord, flute, & string trio. Premiered May 15 at the 2012 Prague 
Spring Festival, with Mark Kroll, harpsichord; Jan Ostrý, flute; Marina Bačová, violin; Mark 
Ludwig, viola; Petr Nouzovský, cello. 
 
Nico Muhly. “You Can’t Get There from Here” for solo piano. Premiered by Simone 
Dinnerstein at Symphony Hall, Boston on November 12 at the TMF 2012 Gala. Published by 
Dunvagen Music/St. Rose Music.  
 
Clint Needham. Voices,” for solo string quartet and chamber orchestra. Premiered October 
28 at Joslyn Hall, Omaha, by the Hawthorne String Quartet and the Omaha Chamber Orchestra 
conducted by Thomas Wilkins. Sponsored by TMF and the Institute for Holocaust Studies, 
Omaha, published by Theodore Presser. 
 
Steven Feigenbaum. Work for piano, strings, and winds. Incidental music for the theatre 
production of “The Last Cyclist” (based on the cabaret written inside the Terezín Ghetto by 
Karel Svenk). Premiered April 29 at the Czech Center, New York. 
 
 
TEACHING THE LEGACY: Education 
 
Annual master classes in Prague. Supported by the Emerson-Ondricek Fund, TMF 
conducted master classes during the 2012 Prague Spring Festival with students at the Prague 
Conservatory, Jan Deyl Conservatory for Visually Impaired, and HAMU Music Academy, led by  
BSO clarinetist Thomas Martin and TMF director Mark Ludwig  
 

Continued 
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RECENT COMMISSIONS & PROGRAMS 
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TEACHING THE LEGACY: Education, continued from previous page 
 
Intensive Holocaust education eight-day residency in Omaha, October. Produced  
by TMF and the Institute for Holocaust Education (IHE). More than 500 students from 
Omaha’s diverse communities explored the role of the arts and music during the Holocaust, 
using the TMF Study Guide and CD, “Finding a Voice,” with materials developed by IHE.  
 

The Omaha Youth Orchestra and Children’s Choir, joined by the Hawthorne String Quartet, 
performed three TMF Commissions (by David Post, Thomas Oboe Lee, and Stephen 
Feigenbaum) in an interfaith concert hosted by the Dundee Presbyterian Church of Omaha. 
 
TMF produced a program titled “Silenced Voices of Terezín,” to benefit the Institute for 
Holocaust Studies. The Hawthorne String Quartet performed works composed in Terezín 
and Hans Krasa’s 1923 String Quartet, with artist Jim Schantz. 
 
The world premiere of Clint Needham’s 2012 TMF Commission, “Voices” was performed 
by the Hawthorne String Quartet and Omaha Chamber Orchestra. Thomas Wilkins 
conducted. 

 
Boston College. Survivors Anna and Paul Ornstein and Edgar Krasa lectured at Boston 
College in TMF Director Mark Ludwig’s spring course titled “Music in the Third Reich.” 
 
Babi Yar Candle-Lighting Memorial performance.  As part of the US Holocaust Memorial 
Museum tour in the Ukraine, TMF director Mark Ludwig performed music from Terezín to 
memorialize the 70th anniversary of the massacre that took place in Babi Yar.  
 
Program for middle- and high-school students at the Waldorf School, Lexington, 
Massachusetts. January 28, Mark Ludwig and the Hawthorne String Quartet presented a two-
hour program on art and oppression during the Nazi era, with performances of works by 
Gideon Klein and Viktor Ullmann. Edgar Krasa told his story of surviving Terezín and 
Auschwitz.  

Continued 
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DEFYING THE SILENCE: Additional Concerts and Events  
 
Yom HaShoah candle-lighting and concert. Clarinetist Thomas Martin and the Hawthorne 
String Quartet performed the André Previn Clarinet Quintet, a 2011 Commission, plus 
Gideon Klein’s Duo for Violin and Cello. Produced by TMF and Temple Israel of Boston  
on April 22. 
 
Boston-wide Yom HaShoah Holocaust Memorial. TMF Executive Director Mark Ludwig 
spoke and performed Gideon Klein’s “Lullaby,” written in Terezín, at this annual Jewish 
Community Relations Council event on April 29 at Faneuil Hall, Boston.  
 
The Tanglewood premiere of the André Previn Clarinet Quintet, a TMF Commission, 
was performed August 10 in Ozawa Hall by Thomas Martin, clarinet, and the Hawthorne 
String Quartet, with the composer in attendance. 
 
Boston Symphony Orchestra performance of Erwin Schulhoff. The Hawthorne String 
Quartet appeared as soloists with the BSO, performing Schulhoff’s Concerto for String 
Quartet and Winds. This major work (by a composer persecuted by the Nazis, lost in the 
Holocaust, and championed by TMF) was on the BSO’s October 9 concert program.  
Maestro Marcelo Lehninger conducted. 
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